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NEWSLETTER FOR THE FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY - RIO GRANDE CHAPTER
AND THE FILIPINO AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF NEW MEXICO

In our continuing effort to improve our community and to maximize our reach to our fellow Filipino Americans, FANHS Rio OUR NEWSLETTER STAFF
Grande and the Filipino American Foundation of New Mexico have merged the two newsletters (the Balita and FANHS Rio Editor — Vanessa Alter

Grande Newsletter) into one, The Pinoy Roadrunner Newsletter, beginning in 2005. We welcome your feedback and Staff — Joselle Bautista
comments to how we can better serve you. We are hopeful that we can be more consistent in delivering to you the news. James Custodio
You can reach us at pinoyroadrunner@gmail.com ; ph: 505-417-5774 or PO Box 94146, Albuquerque, NM 87199- Tessie Greenfield
4146 Thank you — from the newsletter staff. Madonna Ramirez
Evelio Sabay
Myrma Samson
. * oFe o Contributors:
Sons of Sakadas Featured at the Centennial Celebration of Filipino R Y
Immigration to the US b e
By Tessie Greenfield L?g;?a v';;i(:ew

Cora Romillo

In December 20, 1906, fifteen Filipinos aged 14 to 56, majority from Ilocos region, were the first wave
of Filipino immigrants who reached Honolulu, Hawaii through the auspices of the Hawaii Sugar Planters’
Association (HSPA). They were the Sakadas or the contract plantation workers who were subjected to
10 to 12-hour days of backbreaking work in the canefields under the searing sun, homelessness and
isolation. In the article, The Filipino Century in Hawaii: Out of the Crucible, by Belinda A. Aquino,
Center of Philippine Studies, University of Hawaii at Manoa (2006), (Filipinos in Hawaii: 100 Years and
Beyond Souvenir Program), she states that “Innocent Filipinos were easily duped into mortgaging
properties or borrowing from relatives to pay their passage to Hawaii. Once in Hawaii, the sakadas
would send money to the homeland, giving the impression that they had struck it rich in Hawaii. These
young sakadas were mostly single without the benefit of schooling. The recruiters used only one
criterion “no read” “no write,” as the educated ones were potential troublemakers.”

Between 1906 and 1930, the HSPA brought approximately 120,000 Filipinos in Hawaii. During these
periods, others went to California. The sakadas were also known as migrant workers because they
followed the crops and ended up in different states such as New Mexico.
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The Filipino American National Historical Society Rio Grande Chapter (FANHS RG) featured three sons
of these Sakadas on February 11 at the Oral History Gathering/Potluck at the Manzano Mesa
Multigenerational Center, Albuquerque. This is one of the events celebrating the 100% Anniversary of
the Coming of Filipinos to the US. Their ancestors helped shape the landscape of Filipino Americans in
New Mexico, especially in the agricultural field.

The stories of a teacher, a research analyst, and a police dept. chief were potent reminders of their fathers
and what they had lived through. Their education and health care took a backseat while they migrated
and worked hand in hand with their parents wherever work took them. What they all have in common
are: their Filipino fathers (who have all passed away) were sakadas, they intermarried and settled in NM,
and all three, took their own career paths different from their fathers’.

Michael Gorospe fondly referred to his father, Pete, as a Filipino “Hillbillie” from Pangasinan, who
married Mary, a nurse from Pueblo de Laguna tribe. Pete loved to go fishing and make his own
“bagoong” (Philippine anchovy). He loved “kanding” (goat stew), a regular dish when they had get
togethers with other sakada families. Pete was one of the few who purchased eight acres of land in Los
Lunas from a couple, Elias and Theresa Chavez, who were behind in paying taxes. Michael and his
siblings learned to tie and sort carrots and other crops and worked in the fields in Arizona and New
Mexico. In due time, his mother urged the children to go to school in Santa Fe. Michael is currently a
teacher at the Santa Fe Indian School. (continued on page 2)
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Sons of Sakadas (continued from page 1)

David Galbiso, the second president of FANHS RG (2001-2002), recalled that his father,
Simplicio, worked in Bluewater, NM where he met Josephine of Corrales.
Miscegenation (mixing of races in marriages) was tabooed but David's parents made it to
Bernalillo to get married. Simplicio’s two brothers, also Sakadas worked in Hawaii and
moved to other states. David marveled at how the three brothers with no education and
little English skills survived during the great depression. Simplicio took his family to
California to work. When he was killed in a fire accident, Josephine took their children
back to New Mexico where they were raised. David currently works at the Homeland
Security as a research analyst.

Nick Balido grew up and still lives in Los Lunas. His father, Bert, married his mother,
Carmen (who passed away a few years ago). According to Nick, farming was governed
by rich ranchers from Texas. The family moved and lived in abandoned labor camps.
They not only suffered from physical exhaustion but also from racial discrimination.
After 25 years following crops with the family, Nick made a clean break and took control
of his life. He is now the Chief of Police in Los Lunas.

The 100™ Anniversary also celebrated the coming of “pensionados” who arrived in the
same year. They were the elite members of society who were sent to the US with the

intent of returning to their homeland, although many remained to become US citizens.
(Filipino Reporter, Dec. 23-29, 2005). FANHS RG will join 26 other FANHS chapters at
the National Conference in Hawaii from June 29 to July 1 to celebrate this milestone.

Photos courtesy of Pat Teston and
Wayne Skyiepal.
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